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United States Department of Agriculture 
 

 Organic Integrity Dashboard – Fiscal Year 2021, Second Quarter 

  A quarterly review of National Organic Program (NOP) enforcement activities 
  

Investigations & Inquiries by Fiscal Year 

 Effective Enforcement Starts with Strong Standards 
Maintaining a fair and competitive market for all starts with sound and sensible 

regulations. The 15 volunteer members who serve on USDA’s National Organic 
Standards Board (Board) review and recommend changes to the National List of Allowed 
and Prohibited Substances and consider a wide range of other issues important to 
organic farmers, businesses, and consumers. Congress set up the Board to represent 
every part of the organic community. Each member is appointed to represent the 
interests of a specific area of the community, including producers, handlers/processors, 
certifiers, retailers, consumers/public interest advocates, environmentalists/resource 
conservationists, and scientists. 

NOP needs your help each year to ensure there are well qualified candidates for each member seat. This year, we are seeking 
nominations for four seats that become open in January 2022. Learn more about the Board and our work to include voices from 
historically underserved communities involved in organic agriculture in the recent Call for Nominations announcement. 

Deadline for nominations: June 1, 2021. 

For additional details on the National Organic Program visit www.ams.usda.gov/Organic. 

NOTES: Open cases are based on allegations, complaints, and surveillance, and are not in themselves proof of wrongdoing. Administrative 
Actions are warnings/notices to businesses, often uncertified, and are critical in establishing that violators are aware of the rules, to support 
future enforcement action, if needed. 

417 Cases in Progress 
As of 3/31/2021 

449 Closed Cases by Outcome 
12 Months ending 3/31/2021 
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2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021
Completed Investigations 127 279 260 285 390 360 470 335 413 448 190
Resolved Inquiries 30 197 248 386 219
New Investigations 183 278 215 411 548 508 395 370 374 391 185
Total Incoming 183 278 215 411 548 508 425 567 622 777 404
Percentage completed 69% 100% 121% 69% 71% 71% 118% 94% 106% 107% 101%
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NOSB Fall 2019 Meeting in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDAAMS/bulletins/2caafe6
http://www.ams.usda.gov/Organic

